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that this is not about people in Con-
gress; this is about constituents whose 
lives were ruined. We need to do the 
right thing, and we need to do it now. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DOLD). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) for 
21⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, last night 
when I came to the floor for the first 
time since I’ve been in this body, my 
heart was hurting. I understand poli-
tics, but this should not be about poli-
tics. This should be about leadership. 

The first thing I want to do is to say 
to the Speaker, Come walk with me, 
Mr. Speaker. Come walk with me. Let’s 
walk the beaches of the Rockaway Pe-
ninsula. You will see a peninsula where 
every soul, no matter whether you 
were rich or whether you were poor, no 
matter whether you were black or 
whether you were white, every indi-
vidual, no matter what your religious 
belief was, every individual was af-
fected by this storm, everyone. 

Come walk with me, Mr. Speaker, as 
STENY HOYER did, and talk to the peo-
ple, look into their eyes, understand 
their needs. Come walk with me, Mr. 
Speaker. Maybe then you can have the 
leadership that is necessary to get this 
bill passed today. Come walk with me, 
Mr. Speaker. 

If you can’t walk with me, Mr. 
Speaker, for any reason, then go walk 
with MICHAEL GRIMM. If it is a partisan 
issue for you—because it’s not for me— 
go walk with MICHAEL GRIMM on Stat-
en Island, Mr. Speaker. You will see 
the same pain that the people in the 
Rockaways have. It’s the same pain be-
cause they’re the same people. They 
are the American people. This is the 
United States of America, and this is 
the people’s House. 

We make jokes all the time about the 
Senate. The Senate stood up and 
passed the bill. This is the people’s 
House, Mr. Speaker. We are supposed 
to do the right thing for the American 
people. I’m proud of being on the For-
eign Affairs Committee, going all over 
the world and talking about what 
we’ve got to do and how we help folks, 
how we help other individuals all over 
this world. 

We have Americans, Mr. Speaker, 
who are crying out for help, who are 
saying they don’t know where their to-
morrow is. We have Americans, Mr. 
Speaker, who are worried to this day 
right now that we may have another 
northeaster tomorrow. And with the 
sand gone and the dunes now down, 
we’ll have another disaster. They’re 
asking me as their Member, Will our 
government help us? Where are you? 

Mr. Speaker, we need leadership. 
Come walk with me, Mr. Speaker. 
Come walk with me, and see the Amer-
ican people that are suffering. 

LET’S FIGHT TOGETHER FOR A 
BETTER AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, thank you for your service 
and your friendship to our country. 

I’ve been watching the media, Mr. 
Speaker, and hearing a lot of distortion 
of what happened in the House Cham-
ber yesterday. 

Let’s recall that on December 31 at 
midnight, taxes went up for every tax-
payer massively, the fiscal cliff. By the 
end of the evening, the House came to-
gether, working with the Senate, and 
reduced taxes for 99 percent of Amer-
ican taxpayers. We kept taxes lower for 
dividend income, capital gains. We 
maintained a higher child tax credit. 
We helped keep the marriage penalty 
from hurting families. We did all this 
in a permanent way. This is a big win. 
We have a lot of work to do, but that 
was a big win. 

The President also promised that he 
would work with us to have further 
cuts in spending. We should hold him 
to that promise on both sides of the 
aisle. We have several serious issues to 
come in this 113th Congress. We have 
to deal with the debt ceiling, spending 
cuts, implementation and regulations 
in the health care law, improving the 
efficiency and effectiveness of govern-
ment. 

It’s easy for people to look at any 
piece of legislation—I actually chal-
lenge people to find some piece of legis-
lation here that was perfect. Any 
major bill has flaws. Even a rose has 
thorns, as they say. Let’s understand 
that we will see success when we work 
together, not when we continue to 
snipe at each other’s heels. 

The challenges before us will only be 
dealt with by the courage we find with-
in us to find the common ground be-
tween us and fight together for a better 
America. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Mr. ANDREWS (New Jersey) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, we’re 
here this morning for the fellow citi-
zens who didn’t put up a Christmas tree 
or light a menorah or celebrate their 
holiday at home this year because they 
have no home. We’re here for the 
boardwalk merchants who are not 
going to be starting their businesses up 
again this Memorial Day along the 
boardwalk because there’s no business, 
and there’s no boardwalk. We’re here 
because a lot of people’s lives are dev-
astated. 

It’s important to understand what we 
are and are not asking for. We are not 
asking that every Member of this 
Chamber follow our lead and vote 
‘‘yes’’ in favor of the bill the Senate 

has already passed. We are simply ask-
ing that every Member of this Chamber 
have the opportunity to vote on that 
bill. 
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President Kennedy said governing is 
choosing. We are prepared to choose an 
investment in the recovery of our 
neighbors and our country. We respect 
those who would make a different 
choice, but we cannot abide by those 
who would say they would make the 
choice of doing nothing at all, letting 
the clock run out on this Congress, 
which means that we’d have to start 
all over again. The people I talked 
about for whom we are here this morn-
ing, they need to start all over again. 
They need to get back to their homes, 
back to their businesses, back to their 
lives; and as we delay, we delay that 
possibility for them. 

Every Member has the right to exer-
cise his or her own conscience on any 
piece of legislation. No Member has the 
right to deprive the rest of us of the 
same opportunity for our constituents. 
We should meet today. We should vote 
today. We should move forward today. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. REED) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. REED. I rise today, Mr. Speaker, 
to join my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle. I come from a district in 
New York that was not impacted by 
Hurricane Sandy, but I come to this 
floor today to express my frustration 
and my disappointment in the decision 
that was made to not bring up the Hur-
ricane Sandy supplemental aid for the 
people of New York, New Jersey, Con-
necticut—our fellow citizens, Ameri-
cans, who have suffered devastating 
impacts. 

Now, I understand what some of the 
dynamics of this bill are about. I un-
derstand that the Senate has put forth 
a bill that many on my side of the aisle 
have expressed concern about—pork- 
type of activity that the Senate con-
tinues to engage in with fisheries and 
Smithsonian funding and things like 
that that don’t really have much to do 
with Hurricane Sandy. But that’s a 
separate issue that could have been ad-
dressed and should be addressed by this 
body in cleaning up that bill and in 
getting the aid, getting the resources 
to the people who are suffering today. 

That was the intended plan, that we 
were going to let the will of the House 
speak—clean up the bill that the Sen-
ate had produced but, most impor-
tantly, do what is right for our fellow 
citizens because there is not a better 
purpose of the Federal Government, 
which is for the Federal Government to 
stand with our citizens when they are 
suffering the most, especially when 
they are suffering from a natural dis-
aster such as Hurricane Sandy. 

I join with my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle in, again, asking 
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